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“To whom much B given . Much 15 expected”

As we enler the 2002 election season, the African
Amarican busness communily must ask itself two
clear questions... "What's in it for us?"... and “Who will
best deliver 1" Traditionally, the African American
community has been the most loyal community 1o the
Cemcocratic Party. We have given much. We must
nsist on havng clear answers before the 2002 (not
2019) slection. We must evaluate how our expecia-
tions have bean met and f our friends have baen as
loyal to us as we have baen to them.

Recently, Governor Pataki appointed me 1o the NYS
Freedom Trad Commission | made the request o join
the commission as a resull of understanding the posi-
tive impact both counties will experience with a flour-
ishung frail. African Amencan businesspersons should
be full participants in the development (economics) of
the trail. We should not wan 1o be the annual dinnec’'s
honorees, while others concanirale on the prolits

Clearly, if 911 taught us anything about the economy
of Mew York it's --— tourism s the ife blocd of New
York. and the lack of a flounshing tourisl saason can
and wil devastate the aconomic condition of 1amiles
throughoul the state

During this slection year, Alncan Americans must eval-
uate the new civil nghts agenda (the economic agen-
da) and understand the benefite of our participaton.
We must acknowlaedge the changing dynamics of the
populatiocn and how Rockland and Weschester will
ook in the year 2019, Individuals locking lor our par-
ticipation (VOTE) in the 2002 election mus! be able 1o
answer quashtions pertaining to how they will impact
our lives in the year 2003 But, if there is no clear
answer -- we must smile that amile, be polite and move
fight along  Because . “To Whoem Much s
Given . Much 1s Expeded

Sinceraly,

Robin L. Douglas
Presidant'CEOFoundar

MBDA EQUITY CAPITAL

ACCESS PROGRAM (MECA)

MBDA launches 118 lirs! ever initiabve 1o give mince-
ity entrepreneurs greater access to Equity Capital,
The US. Commerce Department's Minority
Business Development Agency (MBDA) and the
Emerging Venture Network (EVN) has launched
the MBDA Equity Capital Access (MECA)
Program, marking a landmark expansion of
MBDA's commitment to respend to minenty entre-
preneur's nead for greater access 1o equity capital

Minority businesses only receive 2% of all private
equity investments. MECA will further the Bush
Administration’s commitment to ampower minonty
entréprenaurs with the training and tools they nead
1o be succassiul in today’'s economy,

The MECA Program is one of the first 1o offer
minarity entreprenaurs equity capital traning of this
kind at a national level. The program's fest major
project will be a business plan competition organ-
ized through the five MBDA regional offices.
MBDA and EVN wil identity up o 200 entrepre-
neurs 1o assess and give a scored evaluation with
written comments on strengths, weaknesses and
areas lor improvement OC4 those 200 entrepre-
naurs, 25 will be salactad to participats in an intan-
give training sesson. of “boot camp” whera salact-
ed apphcants will be drilled in the fundamentals ol
obtaining venture capial. The boot camp will lake
place in Washington. D.C. on September 24-27,
2002 Five of the 25 selected businesses will pres-
ent their concepts al MED Week 1o a panel of ven-
fure capital experis for feedback and coaching. |
The deadiine for online applications is. Friday,
August 2, 2002 and may be submitted to
hiip fAwww evn org/.  (For information on the MED
Week Conference, visil www medweek gov )

The MECA Program will stimulate the entrepre-
nauria spint of the minority community by deliver-
ing tools that will lead to enduring prospernty by
opening more doors 10 capitalism and opporunity
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UP AND COMING ?!

WESTCHESTER COUNTY INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Wesichester County has created a new program mitiatve offered
through the Westchester County Industrial Development Agency, offer-
ing financial incentives 1o small businesses,

Any company that invests more that $100,000 in new equipment, fur-
nishings of lixdures can now apply for thousands of dollars in sales and
use tax exemptions. That means the overall cost of upgrading an office
or tacility would be significantly reduced.

Larger corporations have oftan received these incentivas, but tis is the
first time such benefits are being ofiered to smaller companies. It's the
County’s way ol acknowledging how imporlant small businesses are to
the Wesichestar aconomy. (90% of the county's 34,000 firms employ
less than 20 people).

To quality for benelits, a business mus! spend between $100,000 and
$1 million on new equipment, fumishings or fiures. The savings can
be substantial - up %o $60,000. The need for the purchases can either
stam from growth or the desire to modemize to stay competitive,

The program has been made possible because the Agency has stan-
dardized its applcation process and reduced the ongination and legal
feas that typically go with an IDA straight lease project

For more informabon, call (814) 9952016 or e-mail:
ida1 @wesichester.com. To learn more about other avallable economic
development resources, visit our website at www.westchestergov.com.

HUDSON VALLEY PREP with the MTA

Tha Chamber has forged a relationship with the MTA and
Waestchester Community College (WCC). In the Fall, the
Chamber, WCC and the MTA will host a number of how-lo-
do business workshops for the business community, entitled
the “Hudson Valley PREP”, The program is a "Leamning
How To Procure MTA And Gowvt. Contracts Through PREP”
training course for enlreprenaurs in the area.

The PREP program is a 32-hour workshop that helps disad-
vantaged-minority-and women-owned busmesses learn how
o compete succassiully for contracling opportunitias with
MTA and other government agencies. The program has his-
torically had 76% of its participants oblain contracts with the
MTA. The Fall program will begin Saturday, November 2
and run through November 23",

For more delail or a brochure, call the Chamber al 914-699-
4749,

Classes begin November 2™ for the Fall session and May
10" for the Spring.

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
2002

JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 2002 kicked-off with an Opening
Reception al Yvonne's Restaurant in Petham, NY. Guest dined on a
sumpiucus buffiet and were entertained by the Reggie Woods Band.
The Reception was attended by Mount Vemon Mayor Emest D. Davis,

Westchester County Clerk Reginald Layfetie; Mount Vernon City Clerk
Lisa Copeland; John Butler from Verizon; and representatives from the
Journal News.

The Dversity Job Fair at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, White Plains, NY was
a success with over 15 vendors and %00 participants atlending.

The Business-to-Business Luncheon at the Hillon Rye Town was wel
recaived. Kaynote Speakear Mr. Robert L. Johnson (Chaimrman/Foundet
BET) was the highlight of the event.

Mr. Johnson spoke of the need in taking risks. A former lobbyist with the
cable industry, Johnson reasoned there were business opportunities lor
those who were willing to markst to black audiences that were baing
neglected by white corporations. With a $500,000 check from John
Malone, BET was started. Johnson said “the first risk you have lo lake
5 believing in yourself. 11 can do it, there are a lot of other people in
this room that can do it also” He noled that more blacks are going to
school, owning their own homes, and buying stock than aver bafore in
American history. 1t means African Americans are beginning to take
their nightful place with the wealth engine of this country, he said.
“We've got to make sure everybody is participating in the benefits of that
economy”

One way of doing this is by networking through organizations such as
the Chamber. He urged the audience 1o do more 10 keep the Chamber
from foundering. “As African Amencans, we should never let something
like this happen to us," he said. “We should do lor ourselves

NEw YORK STATE FREEDOM TRAML
Pursuant to Section 233.B.C of the Education Law, Robin L
Douglas was appointed [0 the New York Stae Freedom Trad
Commession by Governor George E. Patal on July 29, 2002

The term will expre in 2006

Robin L Daouglas is the President/CEO/Founder of the Afrcan
American Chamber of Commerce of Westchester and Rockland
Counnes, Inc. {Chamber|, established June 28, 1996

The Chamber was edabished as an independent not-for-profit
agency to assst, counsel and protect the interest of the Alncan
American Business concerns.  Our mission i to presene enter-
prise and 1o maintain and strengthen the overall econarmy of
Westcheder and Rockland Counties.




2002 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(phote-op)

Business-to-Busness Luncheon (L-A) Leon, Hobin Dowglas, Roberl L.
Johnson pose as the Chamber presents Mr, Johrson wath a thank you
plague. M. Johnson recipricated with a $£10.000 contribution o the
Chamber

(6/18/02) Entrepreneur’'s Breakfast (1.1} Robin L. Douglas,
Hon. Andrenw J, Spano, Westchester executives addrass
business leaders.

{6/1802) IDA Director, Sal Carrera - explains counties
goals and objetives to business leaders

2002 CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER...

* Congressional Black Caucus - Woashington, D.C
Septl. 11" thru 14%

* MED Week 2002 - Wathington, D.C. - Sepd. 24" theu 27
For more information call 1-87 7-Mechweek

OCTOBER...

* 6TH ANNUAL AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIP DINNER -
Thursday, October 17th at the HILTON RYE TOWN, Ryebrock,
Y

NOVEMBER...
* MTA/Hudson Valley Prep Course - begns Nov Jnd
at WICC

DECEMBER...
* 9" Communith Holiday Party - Renaissance Hotel,
White Plains, NY &-8pm

AAAB HEALTH SUMMIT

The Health Committee of the African American Advisory
Board in collaboration with the American Cancer Sociely is
sponsoning a Health Summit on Seplember 26, 2002 at
Manhattanville College.

It you are interasted in attending or just to provide information
please contact Dierdra Gray at (914) 995-2946 or
dagd @ weslchestergov.com,

CHECK OUT !
THE CHAMBER'S NEWLY DESIGNED WEBSITE

@

WWELAFRICANANERICANC HAMEE ROFCOMMERCERTE.ORG
cammoeed by O Fovmoes by
Teohagkigy Usars Inierface, bea, Desinkeg, NY

E-MAIL US'WITH YOUR COMMENTS @
RLDOUGLAS @COMPUSERVE.COM

1000 SSEmears, ivas Sis 202 Rloprd Uesmon, MY S0GED
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THE ENTREPRENEUR - wi be publishad 'in Novermber and January 2003
If you have any questions about the Chamber (membership, upcoming
events, and submitling artickes) or for placing advenising contact

THE ENTREPRENEUR
The AACCWR, Inc.,

TEL: (914)699-9050 FAX: (914) 699-6279
www.africanamericanchamberofcommercenys.org
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In Tais Issue... EQUITY CAPITAL CAPITAL

THE ENTREPRENEUR...
NewsleNer Advertising Contract
March Issve of the Entrepreneur
Please insert our advertisement into the AACCWR's Winder issue of

the Entrepreneur.
W|mﬂnhrimmhmd:d.-:ihhhhmdh k)

MNAME:
COMPANY NAME:
ADDRESS:

PHONE NG -

FAX NO.. E-MAIL:

Payment and camera-ready copy are due by October 31, 2002
e will not be cbie to cocommodate requests recaived abier this dote

|/We hereby contribue §_ fer a business card page ad in
the AACCWR Inc's Newshetter,

Please make chacks payable to:African American Chamber of
Commerce of Wesichester and Rockdand Counties, Inc (AACCWR, INC )

Mail 10: African American Chomber of Commerce of Wesichoster &
Rockland Ceunties, Inc. (AACOWR, Inc.| * 100 Stevan: Avenue
Suite 202 * Mount Vemon, NY 10550

The African American Chamber of Commerce
of Westchester and Rockland Counties, Inc.

Cordially invites you to attend the

SixTH ANNUAL
AWArRDS AND SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2002
Al THE

HILTON RYE TOWN
RYEBROOK, NY

NATIONAL BUSINESSPERSON OF THE YEAR
MR. RODNEY ). REYNOLDS

Publisher of American Leagacy Magazine

COCKTAIL RECEPTION G:00PM

AWARDS anD DINNER 7:00PM UNTIL 11:00PM

BUSINESS ATTIRE

Awards by: the Mount Vernon Fine Art Gallery
All attendees will receive a one-year paid subscription of

Black Enterprise Magazine

Dhretinns wwn mapogue st com




